
��������	
���
����
������
������	�����
���������	�
��	�
�������
������������	��	����	�������
���	��
 ��������!��"�	��#����!������$�������%������
������ ����
���&��

������&�����&

��������	
���
����
������
������	��� ��
�����
�����!�����!���	�'��
�	��!�����

����������(�
��'�
 ����	��
�����
�����	
�	��)*���	�
��
�+�
��������
��$�
���
!�����

�	���&	��
��	���������	������	������!������ �
+�		�	��
�����	���������
��,�����	-.�

�

 

PRESS RELEASE  

23 March 2010 

iRail 2010 – young rail engineers needed to keep ra il on track 

The first ever innovation Rail (iRail)  event 

held on Thursday 18th March 2010 was hailed 

a success by all who took part. The full day of 

activity saw rail professionals team up with 

academia and industry bodies to support 

more than 70 students from Derby and 

Derbyshire schools in a Dragon’s Den style 

engineering challenge. Businesses also had 

the chance to network and hear from 

esteemed Professor Roderick Smith from 

Imperial College of Engineering.   

 

The iRail inaugural event kicked off with an early morning business breakfast for 50 local 

companies including rail simulator business Sydac Ltd and rail engineering consultancy ESG 

Ltd. East Midlands Trains Ltd, Bombardier and representatives from local bodies and 

professional institutions were also welcomed by organisers Transport iNet, Derby and 

Derbyshire Rail Forum (DDRF) with 

support from the Derbyshire Economic 

Partnership. 

 

Seventy two pupils from 10 Derby and 

Derbyshire schools then arrived to take 

part in the first annual iRail  enterprise 

challenge. Spit into two groups, the 14 

and 15 year olds visited either Bombardier 

or Derby Railway station, including East 

Midlands Trains Etches Park depot, for an 

insight into train building or the inner 
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workings of the railway. The budding 

engineers were split into teams, 

assigned industry mentors and posed 

an engineering challenge. Two finalists 

from each group were judged by iRail’s  

panel of experts, including musical 

mastermind and keen rail enthusiast, 

Pete Waterman. 

 

A team of six pupils from Chellaston 

Foundation School and Technology College were crowned “iRail  Student Enterprise 

Champions” for 2010. Their winning idea to solve the passenger problem of getting on the 

wrong train by using LCD information screens, was chosen following Pete Waterman’s 

casting vote as Chair of the panel.   

 

The iRail  day concluded with an entertaining distinguished lecture from Professor Roderick 

Smith, ScD, FREng. He is Royal Academy of Engineering, Network Rail Research Professor 

of Railway Engineering, at Imperial College and Chair of the Future Railway Research 

Centre. A current Vice President of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Professor Smith 

presented to an invited audience of more than 100 guests on the future of rail. Delivering a 

thought provoking overview of the considerations for design and implementation of high 

speed trains, Professor Smith said a “blank piece of paper” needed to be the starting point 

for design and engineers should not be constrained by existing capabilities but design for 

new ambitions.  

 

John Frodsham, Director of the Transport iNet, said: “The success of iRail 2010  has 

demonstrated the appetite and enthusiasm of the rail industry to bring young people on 

board. All those who have taken part are keen for this to be an annual fixture in the 

educational and industry calendar and hope this can be a model to roll out nationally. Rail is 

a sustainable transport option for the future and we want to encourage the best and brightest 

engineers to seriously consider rail as an exciting and interesting career choice.” 

 

Colin Walton, Chair of DDRF, said: “iRail  is all about the local rail industry showing young 

people that rail offers an exciting and well rewarded career path. Today has sparked new 

relationships between employers, academics and trade bodies and given young engineers 

an insight into the wide variety of careers within rail.” 

 



iRail 2010 , organised by East Midlands Development Agency’s Transport iNet through the 

Derby and Derbyshire Rail Forum (DDRF) and supported by the Derbyshire Economic 

Partnership, was dedicated to promoting the railway industry as a viable, exciting and 

sustainable career option for young people,  Derby’s Roundhouse, provided the perfect 

backdrop to for a day.  It is a key event in the 2010 innovation Festival (iFestival). The 

iFestival is the UK’s largest celebration of innovation and takes places between the 12th 

March and the 23rd April.  

 

The Transport iNet, which is based at Loughborough University, is funded by East Midlands 

Development Agency (emda) and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The 

aim of the iNet is to share expertise and stimulate the research and development of new 

products, services and processes across the five transport sectors, rail, marine, automotive, 

motorsport and aerospace. 

 

ENDS 

For further information please contact Rachael van Oudheusden at Willoughby PR on 

0115 924 7132 or email rachaelv@willoughby-pr.co.uk  

Photo Caption 1: DSC 3600.jpg – L-R: Transport iNet  Director John Frodsham, Allan 

Jones, Derbyshire Royal Engineering Society and Mic helle Craven, Vice Chair of 

Derby & Derbyshire Rail Forum 

Photo Caption 2: DSC 3184.jpg – L-R: Lucie Russell,  Transport iNet Director John 

Frodsham, DDRF Chair Colin Walton, Charlotte Tolley , Pete Waterman, Thomas 

Robinson  (Organisers with members of the Chellasto n Foundation School and 

Technology College winning team and celebrity “Drag on”) 

Photo Caption 3: DSC 34484.jpg – Distinguished lect urer Professor Roderick Smith, 

ScD, FREng 

Notes to editors: 

About emda 

East Midlands Development Agency (emda) is one of nine Regional Development Agencies in 
England, set up in 1999 to bring a regional focus to economic development. 

Ten years on, independent evaluation shows emda has: 

·  Had a significant impact on the region’s economy  
·  Generated economic benefits that substantially outweigh its overall costs  



·  Put back over £9 of economic output (or GVA) into the regional economy for every £1 it 
spends  

·  Produced more than £1 billion in economic benefits per year  
·  A wider impact on people, places and businesses in the East Midlands that cannot be 

captured by figures alone. 
emda is committed to supporting the region through the current downturn and has put in place a 
range of measures to provide real help during these challenging times.   

Over the long term, emda’s aim is to deliver the 2006 Regional Economic Strategy (RES) by working 
in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations.  The RES highlights the themes of 
productivity, sustainability and equality and sets out key priorities until 2020 to ensure the vision for ‘a 
flourishing region’ can be achieved.   

For more details visit www.emda.org.uk 

About East Midlands Innovation 

East Midlands Innovation is the Regional Science and Industry Council which was established in 2005 
by emda.   

East Midlands Innovation’s principle responsibility is to take the lead for emda in implementing the 
Innovation Strategy and Action Plan for the East Midlands with the aim to grow a long term, 
sustainable, innovation-led economy.  
 
About iNets 
In order to deliver the Regional Innovation Strategy and coordinate action under its four themes, 
emda and East Midlands Innovation have created four business led innovation networks (iNets) which 
are focused on the identified regional industry and research strengths across four priority sectors. 
These have been identified as: 
 
•Healthcare and Bioscience 
•Food and Drink 
•Sustainable Construction 
•Transport Equipment 
 
The iNets are raising the level of innovation in their sectors, with the aim of stimulating the research 
and development of new products, services and processes. 
  
For further information, visit www.eminnovation.org.uk  
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